
I can’t believe we 

are in the final 

month of 2020! 

What a doozy of a 

year it has been 

and we can only 

hope that 2021 is 

a little brighter 

and happier for 

us all.  We do 

want to make 

sure our students 

are closing out 

the year with giv-

ing their best ef-

fort to their 

school work. One 

of the biggest ob-

stacles we are 

seeing are 

students 

not com-

pleting 

any of their 

work on 

the days 

they are 

remote 

and not in 

school. We 

are hoping this 

month’s issue can 

help stress the 

importance of 

school work on 

remote days, as 

well as get stu-

dents back on 

track for the start 

of 2021. 

Dear DRMS Parents & Guardians,  

Addressing the Issue  
Across all grade levels we 

are seeing the same issue: 

students are not doing 

their work on remote learn-

ing days. Remote learning 

days are just as critical as 

in-person days and if 

your child is not doing 

the assigned work, it is 

going in the gradebook 

as a zero. Teachers are 

doing every thing in 

their power to make 

remote learning days 

easy, but students 

have to step up and 

do their part, too.   

“When you fo-
cus on the 
small steps, 
bigger steps 
happen auto-

matically.”  

- Victoria J. 

Brown 
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them by checking behind 

them.  

these days to verify that 

they have completed 

their work.  Teachers 

want to see their stu-

dents be successful and 

are truly working hard to 

ensure success. The stu-

dents need to do their 

part and you can help 

We definitely want to fos-

ter independence and ac-

countability in our middle 

school students. However, 

we are in unchartered 

times. We can’t expect our 

adolescents to approach 

school like college stu-

dents. Parents have to take 

on a more active role 

when it comes to 

their child’s educa-

tion right now. We 

understand how dif-

ficult things are, so 

we have outlined a few 

simple steps that will can 

hopefully make big 

changes.  

WANT your child to reach out 
if they have questions.  Equal-

ly, teachers want to hear from 
the parents and guardians as 

well. If there is something that 
you are unsure of or need clar-
ification on, please do not hesi-

Encourage your child to 
COMMUNICATE with their 

teachers. This can be through a 
google meet, an email, a 

google classroom message, or 
even a phone call! Teachers 
have office hours posted and 

tate to reach out. You can even 
call your child’s counselor  and 

we can offer assistance if the 
teacher is in the middle of a 

class lesson.  

Tip #1  

How Can Parents Help?  

Tip # 2  

Check over your child’s 

work the days they are 

home. Teachers are 

working diligently to 

send home checklists so 

that there is no confusion 

about what students 

need to do on their days 

home. If possible, set 

aside a few minutes on 

“Make your list 

and check it 

twice! “   
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on their future academics if not 

taken seriously now.  

that earns them high school credit 

it is imperative that they are tak-

ing it seriously and doing the best 

they can because those grades 

will carry over into 

high school. I think so 

many students as-

sume none of this is 

going to count, but it 

is going to count and 

it can have an effect 

Consider incorporating a 
consequence if your child is 
not turning in work. I have 
seen many parents take 
their child’s phone until 
they got caught up on work 
and that usually did the 
trick. I know we don’t want 
to take away things that 
they enjoy because we are 

living in such a weird world 
right now, but if they don’t 
care about the conse-
quence they won’t care 
about doing the work. It 
usually only takes one time 
to send the message that 
school is the top priority.  

hasn’t really done much 

work at all the last three 

months it isn’t too late to 

start now. So many students 

feel overwhelmed and de-

feated, but there is still time 

Be positive and encourag-

ing. Nothing is too far gone 

to where it can’t be turned 

around. Teachers are willing 

to work with students that 

put in the effort. If you child 

to make improvements and 

dig themselves out of the 

hole they are in. We are not 

asking for perfection; we are 

asking for effort.  

Tip #4  

Tip #5  

Invite your child to think long-

term.  We don’t get to just throw 

away this year because things 

haven’t been normal. Are we 

more lenient and understanding of 

situations? Absolutely. But, at the 

end of the day the grades don’t 

change once they are on the re-

port card. These grades will follow 

them into 2021 and beyond. If you 

have a child that is taking a course 
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Questions? 
 

Please reach out if you have any questions or 
would like more information about the support we 

offer here at Dan River Middle School to ensure 
success for all students. 

 

Dan River Middle School- 434-822-6027 

Frannie Uitto- frances.uitto@pcs.k12.va.us 

Jamie Weatherford- ja-
mie.weatherford@pcs.k12.va.us 

 Take a break from all of the stress and worry of grades and re-

mote learning and play a game of Would You Rather. This is su-

per fun to play around the dinner table where each family mem-

ber takes a turn asking a question. You can find ideas online or 

you can make them up yourselves. The sillier they are the better! 

They could be holiday-themed or completely random. Here are a 

few examples:  

 Would you rather have hearts for eyes or stars?  

  Would you rather be stuck in an elevator or stuck in a gas 

station bathroom stall?  

 Would you rather wear a mask for the rest of your life or be 

told what to wear for their rest of your life?  

Let’s bond!  
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